Zoning Ordinance Article - PRIVATE CAMPSITES 

PURPOSE: The intent of this section is to provide the opportunity for non-commercial recreational use of a property and to maintain the health & safety of the community. The Town provides opportunities for camping by residents on their own property, as well as non-residents on those properties.

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE - A travel trailer, pickup camper (on or off the truck), wheeled camper, motor home, van or bus conversion, or any other vehicle designed or modified for use for temporary occupancy for travel, recreation, vacation, sleeping, or similar purpose.

TENT - A portable shelter typically made of cloth, often supported by one or more poles and/or stretched tight by cords or loops attached to anchors.  

1. CAMPING – GENERAL
a. Tents or recreational vehicles in use for camping of any sort shall not be located within the property’s building setbacks as provided in Article V, Sections E and F. 
b. Camping (temporary or extended as defined within this Article) shall not be used as a substitute for a permanent residence.
c. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]A property owner shall not receive any form of compensation, including in-kind, from the use of their property for camping permitted under this section. (Commercial operation of campgrounds is described in Article IV, General Provisions, A. Definitions.
2. TEMPORARY CAMPING
a. Temporary Camping is defined as camping for a total of no more than fourteen (14) days each calendar year. (The days don’t need to be consecutive.)

b. Temporary Camping is allowed for the property owner, without requiring  a Camping Permit from the Health Officer / Building Inspector. 
c. Temporary Camping is allowed year round. 
d. A lot may be occupied for Temporary Camping for up to 14 days by not more than 5 tents and recreational vehicles.
3. EXTENDED CAMPING
a. Extended Camping is defined as camping by non-residents (on a property they don’t pay taxes on) for a total of more than fourteen (14) days each calendar year.								
b. [bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Extended Camping is allowed when the property owner or designated agent obtains a Camping Permit from the Selectboard, their designee, or Health Officer/Building Inspector. (The roles and responsibilities of the Health Officer/Building Inspector are described by the Selectboard, including issuing Occupancy Certificate, Building inspections, and sanitary provisions approval.) Failure to abide by the conditions of the Camping Permit may result in the revocation of the Permit, plus possible penalties for property tax evasion or trespassing.
c. Extended Camping is allowed between the period beginning Memorial Day weekend (May) through Columbus Day weekend (October), or for a duration with a starting and end date specified, no more than four months total duration (to accommodate activities such as winter camping, hunting, snowmobiling.)
d. Up to 5 tents or recreational vehicles shall be permitted for Extended Camping on any one lot at one time.  
4. CAMPING ASSOCIATED WITH THE CONSTRUCTION OF A PERMITTED BUILDING
a. Camping Associated with the Construction of a Permitted Building is defined as camping for a period of up to one (1) year by property owners on their own property where a Building Permit has been issued for construction of their residence (owner’s homestead).

b. Camping Associated with the Construction of a Permitted Building is allowed when the property owner obtains a Camping Permit from the Health Officer / Building Inspector (as designated by the Selectboard). Failure to abide by the conditions included in the Camping Permit may result in the revocation of the Permit and penalties for continued Camping. 
c. Camping Associated with the Construction of a Permitted Building is allowed for up to one (1) year while the primary residence building permit is valid or until the issuance of a Certificate of Completion, whichever occurs first. The Health Officer/Building Inspector may extend Camping associated with the Construction of a Permitted Building for up to one (1) additional year if, in the Select Board’s judgment, the property owner has diligently pursued construction of the primary residence and has made substantial progress.  An additional Camping Permit is required if the Camping Associated with the Construction of a Permitted Building is extended.
5. CAMPING PERMITS
a. Camping Permits will be issued only to the record owner of a property or legal agent.   
b. Issuance of a Camping Permit is subject to sanitary provisions being inspected by the Health Officer/Building Inspector. Conditions may include a fire permit, GPS location or E911-address, and septic design by state-permitted designer or installer, in accordance with RSA 485-A:29-35, or a properly serviced and maintained temporary facility. (“porta potty”)
c. The fee for a Camping Permit shall be set by the Selectboard.
6. PENALTIES 
Violations of the provisions of this Ordinance will result in penalties set by the Selectboard in a public meeting.
